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ISP 

An acronym for Internet Service Provider which is the company that 

provides internet service to your home or office.  In Sacramento, 

there are 2 types of services: DSL (Digital Subscriber Line) and 

Cable.  The 2 main companies are AT&T and Xfinity formerly 

Comcast. 

HTTP 

Tin Berners Lee invented HTTP (Hyper-text Transfer Protocol which is 

a communication standard allows browser and web-server to send 

and receive HTML data.   HTML or Hyper-Text Markup Language, the 

coding language used to create hypertext documents for the World 

Wide Web. In HTML, a word or blocks of text, or an image can be 

linked to another file on the Web. HTML files are viewed with a World 

Wide Web browser. 

DNS 

In Internet/Network termology there 2 definitions: Domain Name 

System or Service and Domain Name Server.  The former is 

a hierarchical distributed naming system for computers, services, or 

any resource connected to the Internet or a private network. The 

latter are the servers known a DNS whose job is to translate Domain 

names into IP addresses.  The importance of DNS is to make website 

address easy to the user because TCP-IP address are difficult to 

remember.  Instead of typing a numeric dot address scheme you 

simply type in a domain name. 

URL or URI 

URL stands for Uniform Resource Locator and URI is Uniform 

Resource Identifier.  The URI is made up of URL + URN. Basically 

it is the website address that you enter into your browser to load a 

particular webpage.  The World Wide Web, using specific protocol 

that usually begins with http://www.   More rarely seen in usage is 

the uniform resource name (URN), which was designed to 



complement URLs by providing a mechanism for the identification of 

resources in particular namespaces. 

GUI (goo-ey) 

GUI stands for Graphical User Interface. Before GUI most computers 

where text based.  Used had to type commands with a keyboard into 

a flashing cursor.  This type of OS was known as command line.  

The first GUI computer was developed by Xerox which used a 

pointing device known as a mouse to control the arrow or cursor on 

the screen.  Later, this system was popularize by the instruction of 

the Macintosh in 1984.  Today all computers are GUI based. 

FTP 

The File Transfer Protocol (FTP) is a standard protocol used to 

transfer data file from one computer to another computer or server 

over a TCP-IP-based network, such as the Internet.  By using a FTP 

client application such as FileZilla, a web designer is able update or 

download a webpage on the server.  Many web editing application 

have an FTP client built in as a convience. 

FTP is built on a client-server architecture and uses separate 

control and data connections between the client and the server.  FTP 

users’ needs to authenticate themselves by a username and 

password, but can connect anonymously if the server is configured to 

allow it. For secure transmission that protects the username and 

password, and encrypts the content, FTP is often secured with 

SSL/TLS (FTPS).   

CMS 

In website design CMS is content management system which is a 

computer application that allows users to publishing, editing and 

modifying content, organize and maintain content on a website 

without having to hand code in HTML. 

CMSs are often used to run websites containing blogs, news, and 

shopping. Some of the most popular CMS systems today are 

WordPress, Drupal and Joomla.  These system make is easier for the 

client to change the content of their website without having to hirer a 

programmer. 



W3C 

The World Wide Web Consortium is an international community 

currently made up of 385 member how are industry expert who 

purpose is the develop standards for the World Wide Web (WWW or 

W3). Founded by Tim Berners-Lee, the mission of the W3C is to lead 

the Web to its full potential by developing relevant protocols and 

guidelines. This is achieved primarily by creating and publishing Web 

standards.W3C also engages in education and outreach, develops 

software and serves as an open forum for discussion about the Web. 

As a web-designer/developer, one of the most W3C web standards is 

cross compatibility across different browsers such as IE, Chrome, 

Safari and Opera and across different devices. 

 

SOPA 

The Stop Online Piracy Act (SOPA) was a United States bill 

introduced by U.S. Representative Lamar S. Smith(R-TX) to expand 

the ability of U.S. law enforcement to combat online copyright 

infringement and online trafficking in counterfeit goods.  

Some may argue that the proposed law can really stop hacking, 

viruses and malware but rather is just a vehicle to lobby to cause of 

the RIAA (Recording Industry Association of America) and MPAA 

(Motion Picture Association of America). 


