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WordPress Glossary 
Blog 
A blog, or weblog, is an online journal, diary, or serial published by a person or group of people. 

Blogs are typically used by individuals or peer groups, but are occasionally used by companies 
or organizations as well. In the corporate arena, the only adopters of the blog format so far 
have tended to be design firms, web media companies, and other "bleeding edge" tech firms. 

Blogroll 
A blogroll is a list of links to various blogs or news sites. Often a blogroll is "rolled" by a service 
which tracks updates (using feeds) to each site in the list, and provides the list in a form which 
aggregates update information. The default blogroll (aka links) included in WordPress was 
removed in version 3.5. 

CSS 
In 1996 the idea of the Cascading Style Sheets (CSS) was invented to eliminate the browser-
specific markup that threatened to fragment the emerging web. In 1997, some browsers began 
to support parts of CSS-1, but the standard did not become truly usable until 2001.  

CSS is designed primarily to enable the separation of web content from document presentation, 
including elements such as the layout, colors, and fonts.  When you choose a WP Theme, you 
have changing the CSS of your website. 

CSS also make website easier to manage.  If the client wants to change the heading or color of 
their website, you only need to modify one CSS file instead of touching every page. 

FTP 
The File Transfer Protocol (FTP) is a standard protocol used to transfer data file from one 
computer to another computer or server over a TCP-IP-based network, such as the Internet.  By 
using a FTP client application such as FileZilla, a web designer is able update or download a 
webpage on the server.  Many web editing application have an FTP client built in as a 
convenience. 

host 
store (a website or other data) on a server or other computer so that it can be accessed over 
the Internet.  The company or organization that perform this service is known as a Host 
Provider, ie your GoDaddy, Blue, HostGator Host, eHost and 1&1, just to name a few. 

HTML 
HTML or HyperText Markup Language  is the computer code standard language used to create 
web pages. Its was invented by the father of the modern Internet, Tim Berners-Lee. 

HTML is written in the form of elements consisting of tags enclosed in angle brackets 
(like<html>). These tags are read my your browser and display as formatted text or images on 
the screen.  HTML tags most commonly come in pairs like <h1> and </h1, for example an <img> 
tag is used to link to an image.  Tags can also be used to link to another webpage, thus the word 
HyperText. 
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Follow 
"follow" different users, discussion groups, and vendor pages in the community. When you 
follow someone, you will see their activities in your homepage feed. When you follow discussion 
groups and vendor pages, you will not only see their latest activities in your homepage feed but also in 
various digests that you can subscribe to (see Subscribe). 

Subscribe 
like follow, you can subscribe to various things such as discussion groups, conversations, vendor 
page activity tabs and various community digests. The difference is that "subscribe" will send 
you an email notice any time there is an update to whatever you have a subscribed to. 

Open Source 
Open source is simply programming code that can be read, viewed, modified, and distributed, 
by anyone who desires. WordPress is distributed under an open source GNU General Public 
License (GPL). 

Page Builder 
This is an Add-on that enhances the customizability of a WordPress Theme.  Some theme may 
have some Page Builder features but you may not still be limited on what can be customized.  
Be aware that not all Page Builder my works with all WordPress Themes. 

 

Permalink 
A permalink is the link to an individual blog post. These are important because if you ever need 
to link to an exact blog entry. By default the url of a specific Wordpress Blog might be  

http://sacdinkers.org/?p=3213  (default) 
 

Permalink URL: 
http://sacdinkers.org/2017/03/lost-a-member-of-our-pickleball-community/ 
 
Why:  SEO friendly 

 

Plugin  
A plugin is a piece of software containing a group of functions that can be added to a 
WordPress website. They can extend functionality or add new features to your WordPress 
websites. WordPress plugins are written in the PHP programming language and integrate 
seamlessly with WordPress. 

 

PHP  
PHP is a recursive acronym for PHP: Hypertext Preprocessor. It is a popular server-side 
scripting language designed specifically for integration with HTML, and is used (often in 
conjunction with MySQL or MariaDB). 

http://sacdinkers.org/2017/03/lost-a-member-of-our-pickleball-community/
https://codex.wordpress.org/Glossary#HTML
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PHP is a server-side scripting language designed primarily for web development but also used 
as a general-purpose programming language.  

Sample of PHP 

<?php  
for ($x = 0; $x <= 100; $x++) { 
    echo "The number is: $x <br>"; 
}  
?> 

 

Reader 
The WordPress Reader is a standard Plugin on the FREE WP website that allow you to manage 
all of your  posts from all the sites you follow (even the ones that aren’t on WordPress.com), 
find great new reads, and keep track of your comments and replies in one convenient place: the 
WordPress.com Reader. 

Responsive themes follow the responsive web design approach which aims to create 
websites that offer optimal user experience across various devices and screen resolutions 
including desktop computers, tablets such as iPad, smartphones and other mobile devices. 
A responsive WordPress theme smoothly adjusts its layout based on the screen size and 
resolution. 

RSS 

(Rich Site Summary; originally RDF Site Summary; often called Really Simple Syndication) is a 
type of web feed which allows users to access updates to online content in a standardized, 
computer-readable format. These feeds can, for example, allow a user to keep track of many 
different websites in a single news aggregator. The news aggregator will automatically check 
the RSS feed for new content, allowing the content to be automatically passed from website to 
website or from website to user. 

 

SEO -Search Engine Optimization is a term used to describe practice and methods to optimize a 
web site for better representation in search results. These practices and methods are usually 
based on the rules and best practices provided by the major search engines such as Google, 
Bing, Yahoo! and other major search engines.  

 

Shortcode 
A shortcode is a WordPress-specific code that lets you do nifty things with very little effort. 
Shortcodes can embed files or create objects that would normally require lots of complicated, 
ugly code in just one line. Shortcode = shortcut. 
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Sidebar 
A sidebar is a vertical column provided by a theme for displaying information other than the 
main content of the web page. Themes usually provide at least one sidebar at the left or right 
of the content. Sidebars usually contain widgets that an administrator of the site can customize. 

 

SSL 
SSL stands for Secure Sockets Layer and is the predecessor to Transport Layer Security. These 
are cryptographic protocols for secure communications across an unsecured network like the 
Internet. 

 

Tagline 
A tagline is a catchy phrase that describes the character or the attributes of the blog in a brief, 
concise manner. Think of it as the slogan, or catchline for a weblog. 

Themes 
Themes - A WordPress Theme is a collection of files that work together to produce a graphical 
interface with an underlying unifying design for a weblog.  These files are called template files. 
A Theme modifies the way the site is displayed, without modifying the underlying software and 
functionality of your website.  A WordPress theme changes the design of your website, often 
including its layout. Changing your theme changes how your site looks on the front-end, i.e. 
what a visitor sees when they browse to your site on the web. There are thousands of free 
WordPress themes in the WordPress.org Theme Directory, though many WordPress sites use 
custom themes. 

Toolbar 
The Toolbar is an area of the screen just above that site that lists useful admininstration screen 
links such as add a new post or edit your profile. The Toolbar was added in Version 
3.1 as Admin Bar and in Version 3.3 it was replaced by the Toolbar. The toolbar can be turned 
on/off from the User Profile Screen. 

 

Web Hosting 
Web Hosting Service Provider, is a business that provides the technologies and services needed 
for the website or webpage to be viewed in the Internet. Websites are hosted, or stored, on 
special computers called servers. ... If you do not have a domain name, the hosting companies 
will help you purchase one. 

Widget 
In WordPress a widget is a self-contained area of a web page that performs a specific function, 
or the code that generates such a self-contained area. For example, WordPress has a built-in 
widget that displays a list of pages in a weblog's sidebar, and it has another built-in widget that 
displays a list of recent comments in the Dashboard. Plugins and themes can provide additional 
widgets 

https://codex.wordpress.org/Glossary#Theme
https://codex.wordpress.org/Glossary#Content
https://codex.wordpress.org/Glossary#Widget
https://wordpress.org/themes/
https://codex.wordpress.org/Version_3.1
https://codex.wordpress.org/Version_3.1
https://codex.wordpress.org/Glossary#Admin_Bar
https://codex.wordpress.org/Version_3.3
https://codex.wordpress.org/Glossary#Toolbar
https://codex.wordpress.org/Users_Your_Profile_SubPanel
https://codex.wordpress.org/Glossary#Sidebar
https://codex.wordpress.org/Glossary#Dashboard
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UI/UX 
UI/UX mean User Interface and User Experience.  UI is the user interface — buttons, menu 
navigation, icon symbol, etc. 

UX only deals with how the user feels in terms of human psychology like their perceptions and 
emotions. Did the user have a sucessuful experience? Or was it fustratating experience 
navigating through the complex menu system?   Do the colors make him happy or sad?  UX 
Design are methods used by the designer/developer to make user experience the primary goal. 

URL 
An address of a specific Web site or file on the Internet. 

 http://www.example.com/ 

 http://www.example.com/reports/index.html 

Wireframe 

 

Sitemap (Schematic) 
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